
The Dragon Boat Festival has been held in honor of revered Chinese 
poet Qu Yuan (circa 339–278 B.C.E.) for over 2,000 years. People 
celebrate this traditional holiday by eating sticky dumplings called 
zongzi, and of course by racing dragon boats! 



11. What do we know now? 

Climactic forces Change
Homonids Homo as geologic Force





John Day 
Paleosols
Show trend of 
Drying and 
Cooling
Through the 
Neogene

CERCA, Claudia Moore, #99 



Evolution of the Horse

-Environmental Change
encourages morphological

change

Browsers
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Wet/Warm

Dry/Cool



“facultative opportunism”

Reduction of closed canopy forests
And expansion of scrub savanna

The Naked Ape



We were Not Alone…
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Homo floresiensis
“hobbit humans”



Homo neanderthalensis
Robust European human



Mitochondrial DNA
(not fossils)
Halogroups

Thousands of years
before present



10,000 B.C. – A New Way to live



10,000 B.C. – A New Way to live

~240,000 
years 
humans 
lived 
A variety of 
other ways



10,000 B.C. – The Great Forgetting

-Control of nature, no longer living at whim of 
Natural food supply

-Clearly, we are different than animals
-The world must be meant for US to use

Seems like the 
ONLY way to live…





Anthropocene270-370 ppm

“Humans as Geologic Agents”

July 16th, 1945







Anthropocene270-370 ppm

“Humans as Geologic Agents”

July 16th, 1945



Plastiglomerate



Yale, 
Applied and Environmental 
Microbilogy, 2011

‘Humans are here to make plastics’
‘Fungi takes advantage
Of human evolution’

The Sixth Mass Extinction:
Terraforming for Fungi?

--Terrance McKenna 1946-2000
Ethnobotanist and Philosopher

--Comedian



Mycocene* “When fungi rule the earth”

* Crazy geo prof speculation


